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WHAT IS HYPOTHESIS?
• Hypothesis is an online, collaborative digital tool that allows 

people to edit and annotate text. 

• The main thing to know is that there are PUBLIC, PRIVATE 
and PERSONAL features 

• PUBLIC - viewable by anyone with Hypothesis software 
(thousands of people around the world) 

• PRIVATE - viewable by anyone who is a member of that group 
(We will be using PRIVATE group: BLST10100_CCNY_F20) 

• PERSONAL - viewable by only you



HOW DOES IT WORK?
Download software and browser extension 

Create account/log-in (use recognizable name) 
Join our Group (BLST10100_CCNY_F20 

Access texts and make notes (Annotate/Highlight/Page Notes) 
View Notes in context on webpage and in Hypothesis website



One of our 
Group’s 

texts

All of your 
texts will 

show up in 
this menu.

Simply click 
on the title

Then select 
VISIT 

ANNOTATIONS 
IN CONTEXT

After creating an account, 
and joining our group, you 

will see your membership and 
texts here, on your 
Hypothesis website 

(hypothes.is) user page

http://hypothes.is


HOW WILL WE USE IT?
• Instructor will upload texts through dropdoc.org 
• Access through our Hypothesis Group 
• (BLST10100_CCNYF20 on Hypothesis Website) 
• Each group will annotate and analyze their assigned 

text using Annotations & Page Notes

After group has presented, others 
may annotate as well, or respond 
to annotations with comments or 

questions. (EC points)

Identify:  
Thesis statement and Major 

Claims, Significant 
Theories/Facts/Movements/

Quotes, Key Terms

http://dropdoc.org


PRESENTATIONS
• The annotations are the meat and potatoes of your meal, or the veggies 

in your stew. We can review those on our own at a later time. Give us a 
roti/tostada/po’boy! (1-2 page summary) 

• Each group member needs to participate in the annotations and page 
notes. We should see/hear everyone’s voice throughout this document. 

• Select the most important and interesting aspects of the essay, in 
addition to identifying the thesis and key terms. 

• Plan on introducing the article & summary for 5-7 minutes.  

• The remaining 15-20 minutes should be focused on engaging the class 
with your 2-3 probing questions. Be prepared to answer your own 
questions! 



• Remember to use the correct group when posting (BLST10100_CCNY vs. PUBLIC or PERSONAL) 

• After making note, Select the correct group in the drop down box. POST to this group (Must hit 
post to upload/save annotation) 

• Only Annotations and Page Notes are visible to the group

• Highlights are personal, only visible to the individual who creates them, we will not be able to 
see them. 

• Feel free to create your own groups, but in order for our entire class, including the instructor to view 
your comments, you must post in our group BLST10100_CCNY 

• For individual readings, you may want to use your regular PDF viewer to annotate/make comments 

• If you have issues viewing the PDF, check your browser’s extension settings 

• Browser Menu>Preferences/settings>Extensions>Hypothesis>View URLs ON 

• If you still have issues viewing PDF, check your browser’s PDF viewer settings 

• Browser Menu> Browser Menu>Preferences/Settings>Security>Viewing PDFs>View in Browser 

• Google how to change browser settings if you can’t find this & follow directions

TECH CONSIDERATIONS


